
Personal reminiscences of 
Riccardo Giacconi

Catherine Cesarsky

High Level Advisor, CEA, France

Washington DC, May 2019



First meeting in the corridors of 

Harvard College Observatory, 

1970, discussion of my paper





STScI

Europe

I couldapreciatewƛŎŎŀǊŘƻΩǎviewson end to 
end system for a large facility, as memberof 
STScIVisitingcommittee



Search Committee for ESO Director General

ÅSearch committee chaired by Emilio Picasso, from CERN, with Immo
Appenzeller, Per Olof Linblad, Ed van den Heuvel and I, from
October 1991 to March 1992.

ÅRiccardo Giacconi was approached and asked if he would be
inclined to consider an offer to become ESO DG, and replied:

I would be inclined to give the most serious consideration to an offer
for the position.

ÅIn our final report, we ranked him first, as one of the most eminent
astrophysicists of our time, with unparalleled record in initiating and 
leading large scientific projects, and stated our conviction of his
potential to make a success of the VLT.



RG at ESO, 1993-1999
CC in ESO Council, 1993-1994
December 1993: we launched an audit to assess the baseline for the 
VLT programme and the level of contributions necessary to carry it out

Council WG: C. Cesarsky, P. Creola, H. Grage, A. Hansen, F. Pacini

Audit found plans and costing sound.

Decision to delay VLTI.

Problems with ESO ownership of Paranal. 

I was elected Council Vice-president and was part of a delegation to 
Chile, in May 1994, led by RG, to meet President Eduardo Frei Ruiz-
Tagle in the Palacio de la Moneda.

Ultimately, a new Acuerdo was ratified in December 1996.



Evelyn Matthei Arturo Alessandri

Two chilean Senators, the adversary and the supporter

Storm in Chile



ESO Guest House in Santiago



I left ESO Council end of 1994:  DG and Council membersfarewellmessages on the back of an astronomicalpicture



Paranal foundation ceremony, December 4 1996



RG and CC:
Visiting committees and succession at ESO

ÅIn late 1980s, I participated to VC at STScI

ÅIn 1993, RG invited to VC of Service dôastrophysique, at Saclay. 
In the end, he did not come.

ÅIn 1997, he came, by then I was Director of Basic Research at 
CEA and I had invited him.      « What is your mission? »

ÅI participated in the ESO VC in the first half of 1996 and the first 
half of 1998.

ÅIn December 1998, I was appointed successor of Riccardo. He 
left ESO end of June 1999, going straight to the position of AUI 
President, and I started September 1st.



5 March 1999

Official inauguration of Paranal Observatory, one telescope with two instruments, FORS 
and ISAAC 


